| ments, and has now gained the “men’s
| International Master title. There -are

""‘- haven,
" decide fott him or ‘herself.

lished. names.

—
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Darmg entertalnment :?-z, ,

“WITH an ;all- Soviet semi-final, the-
women’s. world championship - Candi- -
| dates ‘matches. were unlikely to feature

the same protracted shenanigans-that
accompanied the men’s event. The
ladies - had- made no mistake about
disposing of the inevitable defector (Ta-
tiana Lematchko) in-the quarter -finals

—in contrast to the men’s series, where -

‘exile’ Viktor Korchnoi ended up being
secretly paid vast sums by his former
Moscow masters just to play Garri
Kasparov So the women’s matches
took place in venues in the USSR,
accompanied by minimal international
fanfare. In the Black Sea resort of
Sochi, Lidia Semenova beat 21-year-
old- Nana Toseliani by 5% points to 4/
in.the 10-game contest. The clash be-

“tween Nanz Alexandria and Irina Levi-

tina in Dubna saw a dramatic finish.
‘Alexandria lost the 10th game, putting

“the ‘score at 5-5-and necessitating a
[ mini-playoff. - Levitina won the 11th

game as well, Alexandria pullcd back in
game 12, but after a draw in game 13 it

| was ' Levitina who took the last, demswe

game..

Levitina, 29 now meets Semenova,

32, in the Candldates final, probably
starting at a similar time to the
Kasparov-Smyslov men’s final (tenta-

| tively scheduled for Vilnius, March 10).

As whoever wins the women’s final will
meet world champion Maya Chibur-

| danidze from Georgia it is, of course,

quité certain the’ title will remain in
Soviet hands. Nevertheless in the ongo-
ing battle of USSR versus the Rest of

| the World” there are a few attractive
| hopes on the horizon for the “Rest”.

The Swedish girl Pia Cramling con-

| tinues to demolish male misconceptions

(and inflated egos) in- mixed, tourna-

YT

reports from Hungary that 14-year-old

- Zsusza Polgar is progressing towards

similar status, and in, the national

| -supers -championship another 14-year-

old, Tlona Madi, toppled some estab-
Yet the champion
Chiburdanidze, still only 23, sits stoic-

ally on her throne. Her Mtest impres-
sive result is clear first in a major

|| women’s .
* Palanka, Yugoslav1a

event in Smederavska

Although women’s chess, as a whole
still ‘has much distance to make up in

1 ::companson to men’s, it does have its
_unique aspects. The play in the Candl-

"dates matches was marvellous spectator
entertainment — completely uninhi-
bited and full of bold sacrifices and

daring combinations. Witness, for ex-:
‘|| ample, the following insane encounter '
' wo at Sochi. White’s king

ngth of the board to find
Black’s pieces. I do not

Mether it should have been a
ut leave it up'to tpe rcadcr to

SICILIAN DEFENCE -

L. SEM—ENOVA © N.IOSELIANI -
1. ed ~ 5.
2 Nf3

A

3., Qb4
35. Nb5 Bc6 -
36. Qe3 Kc8 -
37. Bh3 ch Resigns

dé- . LA

3..d4 ¢ cxd4 2

" 4. Nxd4’ Nf6 - =
. 5. Nc3 aé .

6. Bg5 eb

7. 14 Be7

_Play is proceeding down the main
variation of the Sicilian Najdorf. Mat-
ters often become exceedingly double-
edged when White castles queenside
and tries to rip open the centre to getat |
Black’s king.

8. af3 Qc7

9. 0-0-0 Nbd7
10. g4 b .
11. a3 RbS |
12. Bh4d Nc5
13. Rgt b4
14. axXb4 RXxb4
15. g5 Nfd7
16. Bet Qb6
17. Nd57!

White relinquishes two pieces for a
rook to open the e<file, but the sacrifice
looks dubious after Black’s 21st move.

1755 exds
18. BxXb4 +  QXxb4
19. exd5 Bb7

20. Qe2 Nb6
21. c4 Kds!
22. Rg3 Re8

23. Re3 Qad

- 24. Refl Bxd5! -

Intending  25.cXd5 NXd5 with
numerous threats. .

25. Rxe7 Qatch
26. Kc2 Qad ch? y

This move probably deserves the. ||

question mark (indicating mistake) —
but I wouldn’t bet my Elo rating on it.
26...Be4 ch! should at least draw after
27.RXe4 Qa4 ch 28.b3 Qa2 ch.

27. b3 - Qa2ch
28. Kc31? " Nedch -
29. Kb4i?! asch .
30. Kb5i?1?

IOSELIANI

%7/

'SEMENOVA'

These women know o . fear. Now~
30...Nc3 ch forks king and queen, but

still fails after 31.KXb6 NXe2
32.R(1)Xe2. 35

30. ... Qa3

31. RXe8 ch Ke7

32, Re7 ch Nd7

This looks a likely spot 40 hunt for' :
improvements — say 32...Kd8!?
33. Rxd7ch  Kxd7
34. Ka6! :

The king completes his remarkable
march. loseliani can still find.no way
to exploit the position of the arrogant |

- monarch, and shortly it is Semenova. 1
who takes over the mating attack.

> MURRAY CHANDLER
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